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SUBJECT ELECTIONS 1974: PRELIMINARY RETURNS 

1. ELECTION RETURNS FROM THE SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL 
IN MANAGUA INDICATE AN EXTREMELY LOPSIDED VICTORY FOR 
THE NATIONALISTIC LIBERAL PARTY (PLN) AND ITS PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE, GENERAL ANASTASIO SOMOZA DEBAYLE. AT 
PRESENT SOMOZA AND HIS PARTY ARE WINNING BY A 20 TO 

1 MARGIN. WITH ONLY A SMALL FRACTION OF THE ELECTORAL 
DISTRICTS REPORTING, PRELIMINARY FIGURES RELEASED BY THE 
TRIBUNAL ELECTION NIGHT, SEPTEMBER 1 AT 1 1 :00 P.M. 

SHOWED EDMUNDO PAGUAGA'S CONSERVATIVE PARTY (PCN-P) 
WITH 700 VOTES WHILE GENERAL SOMOZA'S PLN REGISTERED 
OVER 15,000. LATER AT NOON SEPTEMBER 2, PRELIMINARY 
TALLIES WITH ONLY 63,000 VOTERS OUT OF AN ANTICIPATED 
VOTE OF AROUND 800,000 SHOWED THE PCN-P WITH 3,000 
VOTES TO THE PLN'S 61,000. 
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WERE REPORTED IN MANAGUA AND NATIONWIDE APPARENTLY 
THERE WAS TROUBLE ONLY IN THE CITY OF MATAGALPA WHERE 
THE MAYOR S RACE IS HOTLY CONTESTED. THE SUPREME 
ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL HAS SENT A TWO-MAN COMMISSION 
TO THAT CITY TO INVESTIGATE AND IN THE MEANTIME THE 
ELECTION PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN MATAGALPA. 

3. THE ONLY BRIGHT SPOT FOR THE PCN-P AT THIS POINT IS 
GRANADA WHERE IT APPEARS CERTAIN TO WIN THE RACE FOR 
MAYOR OF THAT CITY. MATAGALPA. HOWEVER, IS STILL 

A POSSIBILITY AND THERE ARE TWO OTHER SMALL CITIES WHERE 
THE PCN-P REPORTEDLY HAS A CHANCE TO WIN THE MUNICIPAL 
OFFICES. 

4. ALTHOUGH THE TRIBUNAL WILL PROBABLY RELEASE FURTHER 
PRELIMINARY FIGURES OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS, THE FINAL 
TALLY IS NOT EXPECTED UNTIL THE END OF THE WEEK. ALL 
INDICATIONS, HOWEVER, ARE THAT THE PRESENT TREND WILL 
CONTINUE AND EDMUNDO PAGUAGA'S PCN-P 

WILL WIN ONLY ABOUT FIVE PERCENT OF THE VOTE. SHELTON. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION RESULTS, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 SEP 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: shawdg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MANAGU03409 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740243-0843 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740979/aaaacpgn.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ELECTIONS 1974: PRELIMINARY RETURNS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, NU, PLN, (SOMOZA DEBAYLE, ANASTASIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



